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PART 1

Research & Survey



Framework



Urban Scale

Middle & Upper-Middle Class, Tourism, CBD



Architecture Scale

Decorations

Façade

Tiles

Crafts

Lay-out

ArClab Kyo-machiya



Landscape Scale

Public Transport Public Green SpaceConnection with other district

Informal Space in Community District Fabric Prototype

Accessibility, Public Space, Unique Building Form, Community Atmosphere



The Feature of Singapore——A patchwork of fragments

Urban Scale Landscape Scale Architecture Scale

The Aesthetics of Ruins

“The ruins of buildings, the corpses of men, are the destructive results of the action of nature on history, and all mark the

inevitable destruction of the organism. True meaning must therefore be culled from the fragments; and since allegory itself is a

fragment of meaning, a dismembered part of a lost whole, the meaning of history, the meaning of the totality, must be

sought in these fragments.”

Walter Bendix 

Schönflies Benjamin

To know Singapore better, come to Conservation Area;

To know Blair Plain Conservation Area better, Come to ArClab.



Value
Evidencial  Value Historical Value

Aesthetic Value Communal Value

S W O T

Evidencial
Value

Records of family life that have been 
preserved in their entirety.

Monotony in type of information.
Attract visitors to traditional 
Singaporean life.

The appeal is not strong enough.

Historical
Value

One of the few historical buildings 
that is open to the public.

Not the oldest building in the 
area.

Allow visitors to have a more 
immersive scenario experience.

High volume crowds can cause 
damage and impact on buildings.

Aesthetic
Value

Lots of traditional decorations and 
handicrafts.

Most of them can only be viewed.
Combining traditional decorative 
arts allows visitors to experience 
traditional craftsmanship and art.

Possible increase in input costs.

Communal
Value

Residential functions and 
community foundations that 
continue to this day.

There are fewer aboriginal people 
in the area.

It can be used as a venue for 
holding community events.

The architectural character lacks 
sufficient appeal to the 
neighbourhood population.



PART 2

Values & Adaptive Use



❑ Not simply conserving physical assets but also historical stories, knowledge and evidence 
of the ArClab.

❑ Understanding the fabric and evolution of the place and also to articulate the significance of 
ArClab. People value the historic environment as part of their cultural and natural heritage.

❑ Heritage values represents a public interest in places, regardless of ownership.

❑ The significance of a place embraces all the diverse heritage values that people associate with it, or which 

prompt them to respond it. These values tend to grow in strength and complexity over time, as understanding 

deepens and people’s perception’s of a place evolve.

❑ Understanding and articulating the values and significance of a place is necessary to inform decisions about 

its future.

Understanding the Values



Evidential Value

The potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity. 

Evidential value deals with the history of the building and surroundings along with its storyline 

and time period. 

Urban sprawl of Chinatown (increasing urban density)  transforms Neil road into one of the 

earliest residential enclaves established in Singapore for the Asian merchant class.



Historical Value

The ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be connected through a 

place to the present – it tends to be illustrative or associative.  

The perception of a place as a link between past and present people – is different from purely 

evidential value.



MATERIALS

Wall Tiles Clay Bricks Plaster Roof Tiles

Plaster acts as an

insulating material to

reduce the transfer of heat

from the walls, stabilizing

the room temperature and

increasing comfort.Its

insulating properties also

contribute to energy

efficiency, reducing heat

gain in summer, thereby

reducing the need and

cost of artificial heating

and cooling, leading to

lower overall energy

consumption and

electricity bills.

Floor tiles and wall tiles

are more than just

decorative elements; they

are vital carriers of cultural

and aesthetic significance.

These tiles, with their

vibrant colors, unique

shapes, intricate patterns,

and delicate textures,

showcase the artistic

essence of early Nanyang

architecture.

Cray brics is used other

syructure and constract

the building by mosonrry

building.It is located in

Indonesia, south of

Singapore. The bricks are

inscribed with the name of

the place of origin and the

company that produced

them.

Clay brick:IT is used as a

structure and constructs

the building by masonry

building.The color is Earth

red,and it consisits of two

sides of a triangie.And the

surface is rough and not

glossy.Loking at the tiles

on the roof it feels retro.It

turns out that tiles are an

impotrtant element and

valuable materrial for

shophouses.

Aesthetic Value

The ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a place  



· Wall Tiles

Aesthetic Value



· Plaster

Aesthetic Value



· Clay Brick 

Aesthetic Value



· Roof Tiles 

Aesthetic Value

·Utilize Existing Materials 

·Reduce New Material Procurement

·Minimize Waste Generation 

·Extend Building Lifespan

·Utilizing existing materials reduces the need to 

purchase new ones.

·Fewer new materials mean lower transportation 

costs and resource usage.

·Maintaining existing structures reduces the costs 

associated with new builds and demolitions.

·Reduce Resource Consumption 

·Lower Carbon Emissions

·Support Sustainable Development

·Minimize Waste



The Blair Plain conservation area has witnessed Singapore’s growth as a nation, experienced the effects of trade and 
globalisation, and continues to stand tall despite its stature.

The Blair Plain Conservation area is one of our “hidden gems” in Singapore.
Comprising of Everton Park, Spottiswoode Park and Kampong Bahru Road, there is a lot of History and 
Culture, Chill and Style cramped into a relatively small area.

Communal Value





Communal Value

The meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their 

collective experience or memory.  

By organizing regular cleaning and conservation activities, volunteers help protect the building’s 

architectural integrity and ensure that it continues to serve as a vibrant hub for community 

engagement and economic revitalization. 

Community

Involvement 

(Cause)

Preservation

and

Maintenance 

(Effect)

Economic

Benifits

(Effect)

Community

Cohesion

(Effect)

Sustainable

Development

(Effect)

1

2
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PART 3

planning



Back yard front yard
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